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Lesson Plan Designed by: Aimee Thacker 

IDAHO magazine article: January 2005; "Idaho City: Spotlight City,” by Arthur Hart.

Idaho City History
Standard: Idaho Standard 6-12.USH.1.1.5 Trace the role of exploration and expansion in the development of the United States.

Theme: Idaho Digs a Future

Skill: Creating presentation methods to teach to others. Developing social skills while working in groups. Developing listening skills during presentations to take notes.

Concept: Analyzing how Idaho City’s early history, especially in mining, contributed to the creation of the Idaho Territory and Statehood.

Gaining Attention: Did you know more gold was mined out of Idaho City than either the 1849 California Gold strike or the 1897 Alaskan Klondike Strike?  The nickname for Idaho City is “Queen of the Gold Camps”.

Objective:  Students will be able to work in groups to create a presentation on an aspect of Idaho City’s early history. Students will also demonstrate understanding through a short answer quiz where they can use their notes from the presentations.

Prerequisite Recall: Idaho officially became a state in what year? (1890) What famous expedition traveled through Idaho in 1803? (Lewis and Clark) How did people get here? (Oregon Trail) What/Who are some famous things/people from Idaho? (Answers Vary)

Material:
1. Assign students into 4 groups. Each group will cover a different portion of the reading. 

2. Hand out Assignment Sheets, copies of ID Magazine article (Jan. ’05, Vol. 4, No. 4), grading sheets, and explain instructions. Each Assignment Sheet will have 4 questions that need to be answered and covered in the presentation.

3. Instructions: Students will work in groups, each member having a job such as scribe, presenter(s), reader, and analyzer to create a 5 -7 minute presentation of their material. Each group needs to answer the questions first and then create presentation. Each group member will give a grade to themselves and each of their group members based on how much they feel each person including them self contributed to the overall assignment.

4. Presentations ideas can include but are not limited to: power point show, skit, lecture, charts/graphs demonstrations, quiz show, etc. 

5. During presentations each student will take notes on the ideas presented and at the end of each presentation will grade the group with an explanation for why they gave that grade. “Because they are my friends” or “they were cool” or similar reasons will not be accepted and will affect your overall grade.

Eliciting Behavior: Each group will work to complete the questions on their aspect of the history of Idaho City and come up with a unique way to present the material to the class. 

Feedback: Students will first have the opportunity to ask questions of the presenting group for understanding and secondly grade the presenting group, their individual group, and themselves. This grade will contribute to the overall grade.

Assessing Behavior: Students will complete a quiz using the notes taken from the presentations. Grade will consist of: Quiz grade 10 points, Presentation Grade 15 points, Group Grade 20 points.
Closure: By show of hands, how many have been to Idaho City? What did you do? Did you enjoy the trip? Would you go again, knowing what you know now? If you have never been to Idaho City, did this project inspire you to visit there?

Group Grade Sheet
Group # _______

Your Name_____________________________
Job_______________ Grade____/20pts_

Name__________________________________
Job_______________
  Grade____/20pts_

Name__________________________________
Job_______________  Grade____/20pts_

Name__________________________________
Job_______________
  Grade____/20pts_

Name__________________________________
Job_______________  Grade____/20pts_

Name__________________________________
Job_______________  Grade____/20pts_

Name__________________________________
Job_______________  Grade____/20pts_

Presentation Grade

Your Name_________________________

Group #_______Grade_____/15pts_

Why did you give this grade? _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Idaho City History Group #1 ~ “Give us an introduction to Idaho City!”

Instructions: As a group: 1. Answer these four questions. 2. Come up with a unique way to “teach” the questions and answers to the rest of the class. Possibilities are endless! Just make sure you cover the material entirely. 3. Presentations should be 5 to 7 minutes long.

1. What drove people to come to the Idaho Territory during the mid 19th Century? Why? (Hint to consider: Total $$$)

2. Idaho City today boasts of several historic buildings. What is significant about these buildings? What brought about changes and what were the changes?

3.Who else came to Idaho City and helped make it an important part of Idaho history? Why?

4. What is the future for Idaho City according to the “Planmakers”?

Idaho City History Group #2 ~ “Tell us how it started!”

Instructions: As a group: 1. Answer these four questions. 2. Come up with a unique way to “teach” the questions and answers to the rest of the class. Possibilities are endless! Just make sure you cover the material entirely. 3. Presentations should be 5 to 7 minutes long.

1. Who started it all? 

2. What were some of the problems/hardships?

3. Less than a year passes and the Idaho Territory is official. What were some of the effects from this?

4. How is Idaho City back then like Idaho today? Examples! Examples!!

Idaho City History Group #3 ~ “Many, Many Miners!”

Instructions: As a group: 1. Answer these four questions. 2. Come up with a unique way to “teach” the questions and answers to the rest of the class. Possibilities are endless! Just make sure you cover the material entirely. 3. Presentations should be 5 to 7 minutes long.

1. Who else came to mine in Idaho City?

2. Where were the women? What was their role?

3. Lots of different jobs, not just mining… what were they?

4. How is the population effected by these two groups? 

Idaho City History Group #4 ~ “Wrap it up!”

Instructions: As a group: 1. Answer these four questions. 2. Come up with a unique way to “teach” the questions and answers to the rest of the class. Possibilities are endless! Just make sure you cover the material entirely. 3. Presentations should be 5 to 7 minutes long.

1. How long did the gold rush last?

2. What is significant about the Chinese in Idaho City? How did they help the territory?

3. How has Idaho City continued after the gold rush died off?

4. Recommendations? Would you go to Idaho City? Where can you find more information?

Idaho City Quiz
 (1 point each) * You may use your notes from the presentations for the quiz but NOT the article from Idaho Magazine.*
1. Who discovered gold in the Boise Basin?

2. What year was the gold discovered? 

3. What was the original name of Idaho City?

4. Name two ethnic groups that immigrated to Idaho City other than Americans.

5.What ethnic group had the largest influence on Idaho City and the surrounding territory?

6. What were some of #5’s contributions?

7. How did gold affect the population of Idaho City?

8. What kind of hardships did the miners have to deal with?

9. Were women a part of the mining boom of Idaho City? How?

10. How much (in dollars) was mined out of Idaho City?

**Bonus** (2 points each)

1. What was the nickname of Idaho City?

2. What major event in American History was happening when gold was discovered in Idaho City? How might this event have affected those who came to Idaho City?

